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ble than 47 It en- 
titles to univerſal Regard. 
It brightens every other 
Excellence, and makes all 
Impertections pardonable: 
It raiſes in Mankind the 
moſt friendly Diſpoſition to 
all whom they ſee poſſeſſed 
of it: And, above moſt other things, qualifies a 


Man both to give, and to receive, Entertainment 


and Inſt ruction. For theſe Reaſons it has been 

ever eſteem'd the moſt een Quality in 
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1 Aud ty. which, make an humble 
N Man ſo agreeable and uſeful a Companion, ſhould 
2 be ſufficient to make every Author, who deſigns 


either the Satisfaction or Improvement of thoſe 
7 that read him, ſollicitous to guard-againſt every 
ö Degree of Inſolence; every Expreſſion and Mark 
| of an haughty Mind. And accordingly it has 
been an uſual Method, à prevalling Stratagem 
with moſt Writers, to put on an Air of Mode- 
ſty ; and either in the Beginning, or the Cloſe of 
their Work, to diſclaim all ſelfiſh Views and 
conceited Thoughts of their. own, Merit. It is 
true, theſe lowly Proſeſſians are often accompa- 
ny'd with ſuch plain Marks of Self-Eſteem as to 
deſtroy their own, Credit: An Author can't 
reaſonably expect, nor does he always delire to 
be believ'd, when he ſays, His Adverſary 54. 
| aid more Good of him than he deſerves (a); or when 
ze ſeems to allow himſelf to be a weak, Anorant 
Writer (b): One who thro' Ignorance, tho” with 
no Deſign of Calumny, might miſrepreſent the 
Senſe of plain Words. This is ſo far from being 
the Effect of Humility, that it is a peculiar and 
very ſucceſsful Art of Oſtentation; which the 
late Earl of SHaftabury in his Advice to an Author 
(r rallies upon with great Juſtneſs and Humour. 
There appears, /ays be, ſuch a peculiar Grace 
and Ingenuity in the Method of confeſſing La- 
AEineſs, Precipitancy, Careleſsneſs, or whatever 
other Vices have been the Occaſion of the Au- 
< thor's Deficiency, that it would ſeem a pity 
© had the Work itſelf been brought to ſuch a 
Perfection as to have left no room for the pe- 
12920 5 © nitent 
Mn (a) The Condition an Example of our Sav. Vindicated,p.40. 
PN (5) P. 62. Ibid. | L . 
* (6) P. 171. | 
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PRIDE of AuTHORS. 5 
e nitent Party to enlarge on bis Demerits. Now 
this does very well in a Corollary or winding 
up; it ends pathetically, and the Reader doubt- 
< lefs will be ready on thefe Terms to give Ab- 
© ſolution to a confeſſing Author for thoſe Faults 
which he chuſes rather to excuſe'than amend: ? 
This artful Endeavour to palliate it, does, a- 
mong Men of judgment, but very imperfectly 
ſecure from that Offence which is juſtly taken at 
that Delight in himſelf, and inordinate Value 
for his own - Performances,” ſo frequently to be 
met with in an Author. 
Now fince this is an Evil, to which, they who 
ſend their Thoughts abroad into the World, are 
ſo generally liable; ſince the Tendency of it is 
ſo unhappy, as'that even Reaſon and good Senſe 
- themſelves muſt ſuffer, and appear leſs agreeable, 
when propos'd with Pride and Scorn; it is worth 
while to conſider a little diſtinctly the Cauſes 
ſrom which it may proceed. And upon Enquiry 
we ſhall find, that fuch is the Make of our Minds, 
that an imaginary, as well as real, Excellence is 
apt to fill us with this Vanity and Conceit. And 
whatever is apt to make Men expect great Defe- 
rence and Regard, from thoſe with whom they 
converſe, will tempt an Author to conſider him- 
ſelf as ſuperior to moſt that read him, and to all 
that write againſt him. | 
An honourable Family ; a Deſcent from An- 
ceſtors in any Reſpect famous, eſpecially if con- 
fiderable for their Learning; Great Titles, Marks 
of Eminence and Diſtinction; Great Eſtates, 
whether deriv'd from others, or of our own acqui- 
ring; bearing a public Character; repreſenting a 
Body of Men either generally eſteem'd or fear'd ; 
a good Meaſure of Popularity ; a Reputation 
| 4 | pretty 
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retty well. eſtabliſh'd, as far as it has reach'd 
in the, World; a diſtin& and thorough Know- 
ledge of the Subject treated on, a good ſtrong 
and clear Way of Reaſoning, Great Reading, 


A Beauty. of Style, An acceptable Manner of 


expreſſing his Sentiments; An Art of ſeeming 
to write to. the Purpoſe, appearing to be in 


| Earneſt, and yet hiding a Man's real Thoughts, 


and keeping clear of every Difficulty thrown 


in his Way; Theſe, and ſuch like things, are 


ready to give an Author a very good Opinion 
of himſelt. . 
A Man, conſcious to himſelf that he has one, 


or more, of theſe Advantages above other Men, 


is in Danger of growing Arrogant and Conceit- 


ed. Few Writers have all theſe, in any Degree 


of Eminence, together. Some of them are more 
conſiderable Perfections and Advantages, than o. 
thers. One of them at leaſt, (the Colouri ag 
Art) is rather Ground of Shame than Glory. 
Many fancy themſelves poſſeſs'd of more of 
thoſe Excellencies, and in an higher Meaſure, 
than more impartial Judges can ſee they have 
any Reaſon for. But were every thing of this 


Nature really to meet in an Author, in an en- 


vy'd Degree, 'tis very poſſible he may ſo far 
overvalue himſelf upon the Account of them, 


as to reader what he writes leſs acceptable and 


A 7 | 5 

I have been led into this Way of thinking, 
by obſerving that which, 1 dare ſay, has eſcap'd 
no attentive Reader's Notice; The uncommon 
Air of Diſtance and Superiority, the Dean of 
Chicheſter has put on, in his late Controverſial 
Writings, There is no Man, it ſeems, good 


and great enough to ſay any thing contrary to his 


Sentiments, 


PRTDE of AuTHORS. 7 
gentiments; or ſo much as to put him in Mind 
of his own Opinions. Tis an unpardonable 
Preſumption in any Man, either to anſwer, or 
cenſure, what He has thought fit to publiſh. I 
cannot pretend to fay, whether this be Vitium 
Nature, or Anima; but that it is F;tium of ſome 
kind or other, I am very ſure: And ſince this 
worthy Perſon himfelf will not Say, every Body 
ſeems at Liberty to gueſs, on what he founds 
all this ſelf Eſteem. 

For my Part, I would not willingly overlook 
any one thing, that may help to make him ap- 
pear ſo very great and conſiderable in his own 4 
Eyes. 1 

7 readily acknowledge, that his good Father, | 
the late Dean of St. Paul's made, for a conſi- 
derable Time, no contemptible Figure in the 
Learned World: Hehasleft behind him, Works, 
which, if I miſtake not, will long endear his 
Memory to. all that believe a Providence and a 
World to come, and have any Regard to the 
Practice of Virtue, under the Belief of a future 
Judgment and Retributions. But nothing of 
this Kind is needed to raiſe and ſpread the Re- 
putation of the Son; Non Genus & Proaves, The 
Dean of Chicheſter does not care to hear his Fa- 
ther's Name mention'd, tho' in the moſt cour- 
teous and obliging Manner (a). *Tis the leaſt 
thing of a thouſand to him, whether the Cla. 
mour againſt him, and the deſign'd Cenſure of 
him, by a Convocation, was Right and well 
grounded ; or whether it was only for explain- 
ing and vindicating 4 Doctrine of the Church, in the 


Iategrity, | 
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Inregriey, as wHh as Zeal of his Heart (a): An Egres | 
gious laſtauce of, that Heatheu Virtue, "4a 
erge Patrem. T*ET. 

But his Titles, his Pignities nd Þ Preferments. 
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ſeem to weigh. more with him. Theſe be regards; 
among the Things & £56 fecimus ipſc. As Ning, the 
immediate Fruit, and the hardly ſufficient, Re- 
ward, of his perſonal Merit; And Edtitling to the 
ame Priviledges which a. raiſed; Station and a 
plentiful Fortune, are wont to gige Men in Con- 
verſation. Upon the Foot of theſe. Advantages, 
he Demands to be read with uncommon, Defe- 
rence and Reſpect; and without any Contradic- 
tion from all who cannot be ſuppoſed to have ſo. 
much Senſe and Knoyledge, as. 4 5 has, by ſome 
Thouſands of Pounds. Muſt not he be very in- 
ſolent and ill-bred who ſhall, preſume: with half ; 
his Eſtate, to convince a Man of his Subſtance and 
Figure of any Contradiction or Miſtake ? With-.. 


'tis hard if a wealthy () Dean map not leave 
it to the World to judge, whether à Man opght- 
to be ſuppoſed to have any 5 of his 
Capacity and judgment, Who has not A fifth ar 
of his Dignity and Preferment. | 

But as great as he thus, becomes in himfelf, 5 
would think it an Injury ſhould his Readers con- 
ſider him merely as a private Perſon. He will 
de regarded as writing in Vindication of a. Onſti. 
tution, and ſo appears with the Authotity of a 
whole Church. Surely a Member of a Committee 
of Convocation, when an Author in their behalf, 
may give bimfelf out to be conſider d as that Car. 


mittee, 
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pes, and that Committee as the Onvocation, 
© ang The Convocation as the Clergy of the Nation. 
Ad a Reader muſt be very uncourteous, that 


does not regard the high Merit, collected toge- 
ther and ſummed up, by this Political Arithme- 
nek, in one Perſon. None of thoſe who peruſe 
him, can ſure, with any Modeſty, think other- 

wiſe than he will allow; or appear to oppoſe 
him with any Decency, when they are to know, 
that if they ſhall be fo hardy as to do ſo, they 
muſt of Courſe be Enemies to the Church. And 
whatever they ſay, if it has any Weight of Ar- 
gument in it eſpecially, muſt be bitter Inſinuati- 
ons againſt the Clergy, What a Gentleman of 
fuch Conſideration as this, is pleaſed to make 
publick, ſhould, it is ſuppoſed, fop the Mouths 
of the Enemies of the Conſtitution (a). And if it 

ould not; but there ſhould be found ſome, 
who, notwithſtanding, ſhould ſtill think, and 
crave Leave to let the World know why they 
think differently ; ſure a Perſon of ſuch accumu- 
lated Merit may have the Priviledge of declaring, 
without being charg'd with Pride or Arrrgance, 
that he ſhall not value them (b). | 

The Dean ſeems ſenſible, that by his accurate 
Preaching, and what he had already publiſh'd, 
he had obtain'd a very deſirable Meaſure of 
Efteem among competent Judges. And he had 
both Reaſon and Inclination, to value bimſelf 
more on the good Opinion another venerable 
Body of Men heretofore had of him,, than on. 
the Regard ſhewn him by the whole Convoca- 


B tion. 
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10 An ESSAY on te 
tion. This, his partial Friends and fond Ad- 
mirers have made ſo unhappy an Uſe of, as to 
inſinuate, that he need but write like himſelf 
to outſhine every Body elſe. And is the Juſtice, 
or Exactneſs, of their Opinions to be call'd in 
queſtion, or ſuſpended ? If the Publick has any 
Manners, it is expected it will conform tc the 
Senſe and the Approbation of the moſt Know- 
ing and [udicions. The Credit of great Weight 
and Ability among Men celebrated for Wiſdom, 
ſhould eatirle to univerſal Eſteem. The whole 
World mult offer the ſame Incenſe to him, which 
they ſee others do, or they will betray their 
own Ignorance, falſe Taſte,'and wrong Judg- 
ment; which will make them rather the Objects 
ot Pity and Scorn, than of Regard. 

But notwithſtanding what may be ſaid againſt 
the Dean, it muſt be owa'd, that he generally 
commands a clear and a grateful Style. This is 
a very great Happineſs in an Author, to be 
able to cxpreſs his Sentiments in an agreeable 
Manner; and 'tis what Mea are as apt inordi- 
nately to value themſelves upon, as any one 
Qualification whatever. They who know them- 
ſelves to be Maſters herein, are frequently 
tempted to write on Subjects, where nothing 
can ſupport them but a peculiar Elegancy, which 
they fancy muſt recommend all they ſay. And 
hence it comes to paſs, that upon the leaſt 
Variation of the Jammer of Expreſſion , thoſe 
Things which ſeem to ſerve a Cauſe, ſhall be 
turad quite againſt it. The fine and hand- 
ſom Paſſages which a Man may think mighty 
Embelliſhments to his own Arguments, ſhall 
be apply'd with more Truth, and conſequently 
uſed with much more Effet, on the other 

| ee 
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Side. Nay, ſometimes an Author ſhall grow 
Fo vain and proud of his own Manner of 

riting, as to think himſelf capable of giving 
the faireſt Colours to the fouleſt Errors, or 
the worſt of Cauſes. A Conſciouſneſs of an 
happy Talent this Way, has drawn in many 
others, as well as helped to draw in the Dean of 
Chicheſter, to plead for one of the worſt Things 
in the World, Perſecution ; and to throw Con- 
tempt upon one of the beſt Things in the World, 
Proteſt ant and Engliſh Liberty. He knows that his 
Style is one of the beſt in the preſent Age: And 


therefore, tho” he ſhould fill a Book with Fal ſhood 


and Miſrepreſentations, he doubts not irs paſſing 
well in the World. Tho? his Ouorations, may 
be proved to be meer Calumaies ; His Nar- 
rative and Hiſtorical Accounts (v. g.) of the 
Incapacitating Laws relating to the Diſſenters, may 
be proved no better than a finely contrived 
Story of his own dreſſing up; and tho? all 
his Arguments muſt therefore of Courſe be 
fallacious; yet he truſts to their Dreſs, and 
hopes That alone will be ſufficient to recom- 
mend every Thing he thinks fit to write. 
The Things on which an Author may moſt 


. juſtly value himſelf, are, a thorough and diſtinct 


Knowledge of the Subject on which he writes, 
and a Capacity and Inclination to reaſon juſt- 
ly and ſtrongly upon it. There is no con- 
ceivable Caſe, in which a Man aſſumes to him- 
_ ſelf, with fo little Offence as in this: But 
then it muſt be added too, there is no Writer 
ſo little likely to do fo, as one of this kind: 
For the ſame fine Talents that make him ex- 
cell, do at the ſame Time lift him abore 
that Weakneſs of Pride: The fame Janet 
2 B 2 0 
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of Underſtanding that makes an Author write 
a great many good Things, makes him afraid 
they are hardly good enough to be read. 
When a Man of a moderate Underſtanding 
thinks he writes divinely; a Man of a truly 
great Genius ſometimes thinks he writes to- 
lerably well, and is pleas'd that he ſhould 
have the good Fortune to entertain and pro- 
fit the World. It is not fo uſual for a Man 
to pride himſelf in Writing well, as in ma- 
king a Shew and an Appearance only of 
Writing to the Purpoſe. Real and great Me- 
rit ſeldom makes Men conceited in their O- 
Pinions of themſelves, or arrogant In their 
Carriage to others : But little Arts, plauſible 
Colours, and cunning Diſguiſes, are almoſt as 
inconſiſtent with Modeſty, as they are with 
Integrity. | | | 

For all that appears to diſintereſted and 
impartial Judges, Mr. Sykes (not to ſay the 
Biſhop of Bangor) knows full as much con- 
cerning the Subject of which he pretended to 
treat, as the Dean does of any of thoſe Affairs 
in which he gives himſelf out to be ſo thorough- 
ly vers'd. | 

I don't believe that any Body, who has ſeen. 
what has been (a) reply'd to it, will imagine 
that he thoroughly underſtood, or fairly repre- 
ſented, the Nature and Deſign of thoſe Acts 
he pretended to vindicate; whatever Confi- 
dence his Poſt in the Temple might give him, 
ot his Sufficiency to ſtate a Point in Law. But 
what then? He is very ſenſible, that the ng 
: | 12 
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PRIDE ff AuTHORS. 13 
he has to manage is extreamly Popular; what 
the Generality of the People of this Land are 
at preſent ſtrongly diſpoſ:d and inclined to 
believe, on little or no Evidence: He knows 
that he has a very handſom and taking Way 
of telling this agreeable Story ; and what need 
has he to fear their Anſwers, or Confutations ? 
Every Principle much in Vogue, he catches at 
all Opportunities of mentioning, vindicating, 
and dilating upon. I theſe Particulars (to borrow 
his own Words, with much leſs Juſtice apply'd 
by him to his Lordſhip) he ſpeaks out > However 
he has with more than Chriſtian Prudence avoided 
declaring his Opinion in many Things laid to his 
Charge; and which he had undertaken, and pub- 
lickly obliged himſelf to defend and make 

ood. 
- And here I can't but obſerve, a pretty lit- 
tle Art this great Writer has, of wording 
even a Title Page, ſo as to prejudice a l 
Reader in his Favour, or ralſe a groundleſs 
Odium in thoſe who ſhall venture to oppoſe 
him. Among other things, in his Anſwer 
to the Repreſentation of the Committee, the 
Biſhop of Bangor had wrote excellently well 
in behalf of the great End and Deſign for 
which the Grporation and Teſt Acts were made; 
viz. The keeping out Popery, and ſecuring the 
Proteſtant ' Religion; and uniting Proteſtants 
upon the true Principles of that Religion, ſo 
as that Popery may never more return a- 
mong us. In a little Time out comes ſome- 
thing deſign'd by way of an Anſwer in a 
Paper bearing this Title, A Vindication of the 
Corporation and Teſt Acts, in anſwer to the Biſhop 
of Bangor's Reaſons for the Repeal of them: That 


nnn ner 


is, a Vindication of them againſt the Ends for 


\ 
\ - 


which they were made: For the great Ends 
for which they are made, are of the Reaſons 
1 urged by the Biſhop of Bangor, and are indeed 
|] no become the juſt and ſafficient Reaſons for 
l which they ſnhould be repeal'd. Beſides, by 
Hh ſuch a Title as this, the Book is ſecur'd from 
an Anſwer from any Hand that would dread 
(as who does not- dread) being eſteem'd an 
ill Churchman ; and is ſure of the Applauſe 
of all the true ſteady Friends to the Church, 
whether they read any farther than the Ti- 
tle Page, or no. | 

But he has improv'd and refin'd upon this 
Anſwer in his laſt Pamphlet; and with a diſ- 
ingenuous Artfulneſs, beyond what I ever re- 
member to .have met with in any Writer 
of Controverſy, he has choſe a Title, againſt 
which it would be look'd upon as prophane 
and unchriſtian to write: The Condition and 
Example of our bleſſed Saviour vindicated, in an- 
ſwer to abe Biſhop of B r, Gc. What! ſay 
the Common People preſently, does this Biſhop 
of Bangor impugn the Condition and Example of 
our bleſſed Saviour too? That's the Inſinna- 
tion, When alas! the good Biſhop is himſelf 
a lovely Copy of Chriſt's Example, and the 
beſt Defender of Chriſt's Authority, one of them, 
in the World. However, catching a Title 
that thus unavoidably throws an Odium on the 
Opponent, is like gaining the Weather. Gage 
in a Sca-Fight; the Fleet that is to the Lee- 
ward is ſure to have all tre Smoak of both 
|. Firings in their Face: For who dares write 

_ againſt a Pamphlet whoſe Title is, A Vindication 
3 of Chriſt's Example, QC, ! e 


Theſe 
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Theſe are ſome, if not all the Advantages 
which the Dean brought with him into this 
Controverſy. He values himſelf, more than 
a little, in ſome or all of theſe; and is ſo big 
with them, He can hardly forbear, in every 
Page, to make his Reader ſenſible that he 
ſtands upon riſing Ground. He does not in- 
deed, in expreſs Words, ſay, what I cannot, 
without great and grievous Offence, hear e- 
ven my Lord Bacon himſelf ſay concerning his 
Works; that He conceives they may laſt as long 
. as Books laſt (a). Nor with the late ingeni- 
ous Mr. John Norris, that he hopes 4 very diffi= 
cult Argument has loſt Nothing by his Manage- 
ment (b). But the Marks of the Dean's Arro- 
gance are but very little more conceal'd, and 
leſs vifible than theſe ; and therefore can 
hardly be ſaid to be leſs ſhocking; eſpecially 
to any Man who thinks, as poſſibly ſome may 
think, they have leſs indiſputable and ſolid 
Merit to ſupport them. 

The Diſſenters indeed (a deſpis'd People) 
could expect no other, when ſo great a Man 
ſhonld condeſcend ſo low as to write againſt 
them, but to be ſet at the utmoſt Diſtance 
that Pride of Expreſſion could contrive. And 
Mr. Sykes muſt not only be content to be told, 
but take it as a Favour that ſo friendly an 
Excuſe is made for him; that however, he 
thought himſelf fit to be an Author, yet he 
wrote without knowing any Thing of the Natter. 
But who can with Patience ſee the Dean's Haugh- 


tineſs 
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(a) Epiſtle Dedicatory before bis Eſſays, 
(b) Charge of Schiſm. 
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towards one, who 
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tineſs, in the D E is We... 


dence, is made his PB eg and that both > 
his Station in the Chureh, and his Place among 
the Peers of the Realm. Here tis ſhameful to * 
obſerve how much the Dean writes both * 
of Character, and out of Temper. 


Even beſore my Lord had taken any * 
lar Notice of him, or any farther Notice of the 


Convocation than barely to ſay he was preparing 


an Anſwer to the Gmmittee (a), the Dean begins | 


to expreſs his Arrogance in the moſt pnſeeemt 


Menaces. He gives the Biſhop to know, that if 


he would pretend to juſtiſy his Sermon, he ſhould find 
that he has a Matter of another Nature upon bis 


Hands, than ever 15 he was engaged i in(b). And 


the Reaſon why his Lordſhip was to find it ſuch 
hazardous and difficult Work to defend his Ser- 


mon, we may ſuppoſe was particularly this, be- 


cauſe when his Lordſhip ſhall publiſh his Anſwer, 
the Dean will neither be afraid nor aſham d to owt 
the Cauſe, and do the Work of the Church. J will take 
my Share in the common Defence of the Repreſentation 


the Committee in which I concurred. As ever 
| therefore the Biſhop would keep clear of ſo 
very formidable an Adverſary, it concern'd him 
WM & aſide all Thoughts of an Anſwer, and reſt 


ſatisfied with the Chaſtizement he had, for. 
Fear of worſe. The ſame Air of Anthority 


he had before put on, When conſidering him. 
* 
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=». 


(a) Anſw, to Dr. Snape. 3 
(b) Anſwer to a Letter ſent io the Rev, Dr, Sherlock, 
P. 51, 53 "7 
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_ felf no doubt; as ſpeaking in the Name of 
the mighty We of the Convocation (4), he thus 
inſults and threatens his Lordſhip : He'll find 
that Something he | muſt part with, and I heartily. 
wiſh him the happier Choice. 

When, notwithſtanding all "thoſe Threat- 
nings, his Lordſhip purſa'd his Reſolution of 
defending the Doctrines laid down in his Ser- 
mon, I know not whether the Dean diſcovers 
more plainly, a Meanneſs of Spirit in watch- 
ing for any ſeeming Miſtake in Expreſſion, 
or Pride in inſulting upon any ſuch Ap- 
pearance. In his P. S to Mr. Syke's Second 

Letter, the Biſhop had ſpoke of an Action as 
a Law of Chriſt, which perhaps is neither ſo 
unuſual nor improper a Way of Speaking as 
the Dean would ' repreſent it: However, if 
the Dean had any Objection againſt it, he 
was free, to beſure, to expreſs his Diſlike 
of it (6). But the Manner in which he does 
it, is worthy himſelf ; and either above, or 
below any Man's Imitation. Joa could not, 
my Lord, be accurate in the Language, if you 
would humour your Principle. There is a Reaſon 
and  ' Philoſophy even in Language, which ſome 
Dottrines cannot bear; as your Lordſhip will find, 
when you endeavour to juſtify the Expreſſion, or 
ſupport your Doctrine, without it. What Tri- 
zumphs! What needleſs ill- grounded Triumphs 
are thoſe? But this is generous Treatment, 
compar'd with the baſe Calumny which 
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(a) Anſwer 10 @ Letter ſent to the Rev. Dr, Sherlock, 
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3 | () Conſiderations, p. 19. 
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concludes his Diſcourſe- concerning the Religion 
of Oaths (a). He has made a ſhift there to 
repreſent a few Words of his Lordſhip in a 
diſadvantageous Light; by tearing them from 
all the Limitations that lay round about them, 
and tacking a malicious Comment of his own 
to them; he has made them ſound ſtrangely 
ſhocking, The Calumny is ſufficiently an- 
ſwer'd: But that which I would obſerve, is, 
the ſcandalous Uſe he propoſes to make of 
this Quotation ; which is not more to inſult 
the Biſhop as a raſh unguarded Writer, than 
it is to prejudice all with whom his Judgment 
will weigh any thing, againſt all that the Biſhop 
has publiſh'd, or may publiſh, 1 conſider it 
in this Light, as a flagrant Inſtance of the 
vileſt Cunning, and the moſt intolerable In. 
ſolence together. And 1 know of nothing 
that can add to it's native Deformity, or 
make it appear more odious than in itſelf it 
is, unleſs it be the Conſideration of the very - 
different Behaviour of the good Biſhop: on all 
like Occaſions. You ſhall never ſee a Line 
of this Nature drop from his Pen, either 
under the greateſt Provocations and Injuries, 
or upon a more than imaginary Victory. 
Fancy'd Conqueſts puff others up, and make 
others vaunt themfelves; the moſt real and 
applauded Advantages cannot elate his Mind, 
or make him behave himſelf in any Reſpect 
unſeemly. After he had fully refuted, and 


clear'd himſelf of, the Calumny, he adds, p. 21 


of that Anſwer, „As to the Dean, I aſſure the 
World, 
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PRIDE of AuTHORSs. 19 
World, that after having ſhewn how greatly 
© be has injur'd me, it is my ſincere Deſire 
© that this may not lay the leaſt Prepoſleſſion 
in the Way of any Reader, towards any one 
& Argument he makes uſe of He may argue 
© very well, tho* he has uſed me very l. 
© I write this for my own neceſlary Vindi- 
* cation, and not to hinder his Arguments 
© from having all the Weight they ought to 
© have. Here is Candour, Modeſty and 
Integrity, in an uncommon Degree: They need 
no Foil to ſet them off: Tho? every Part of 
the Dean's Conduct cannot but ſerve to make 
them more conſpicuous. 

But beſides theſe, there are other Methods, 
which the Dean has, of expreſſing a. wonderful 
good Liking of himſelf, and his Performances. 
I remember an ' Obſervation of my Lord 
Bacon's, which he borrows from Pliny, in his 
Eſſay on Vain Glory; Among the Arts of 
© Oltentation, there is none better than to 
© be liberal of Praiſe and Commendation to 
© others, in that wherein a Man himſelf hath 
any Perfection. For, faith Pliny, very wit- 
rily, in commending another you da your 
ſelf. right: For he that you commend, 1s 
either ſuperiour to you in that you com- 
mend, or inferiour. If he be inſeriour; if 
he be to be commended, yon much more: 
© If he be ſuperiour; if he be not to be 

„ commended, you much leſs. By the help 
of this Remark, tis pretty eaſy to underſtand, 
and account for, the great Reſpet with which 
Dean once and again mentions Dr. Snape, 
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Fan his Writings. No Body, I dare ſay, 
F Except the Perſons themſelves, ever ſuſpected 
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bim of Sincerity in commending the Maſter 


of Faten fa) for an extenſive Charity; and 
Mr. Lu ( for ſtrong and unanſwerable Rea- 
foning; in his two Letters to the Biſhop. But 


if the could perſuade the World that Dr. 


Snape, after having aſſerted the Right of the 
Civil Magiſtrate to rerrify and keep Ven in awe 
in their religious Capacity, had, notwithſtand- 
ing this, a becoming Meaſure of Good Will 
to Mankind, almoſt an Exceſs of Charity for 
Chriſtians of a different Perſuaſion from his 
own; he might the more eaſily obtain Credit 


himſelf, for what he thought he had occa- 


ſion ſoon after to add, that he: could with 
a clear Mind ſay, he had ever pleaded againſt 
Perſecution - Which could never otherwiſe 
bave been believ'd, conſidering that it ſtands 
in the midſt of an open publick Plea: for ne- 
ative Diſcouragements, and incapacitating 

ws, on the Account of meer Religion. But 


if Dr. Svape has enough and to ſpare, Dr. 


Sherlock can hardly overvalue himſelf on the 
much more goodly Appearance he has of 
Charity. And if the Dean can induce us to 
take it upon his Word, that Mr. Zaw's looſe 
Declamations are ſtrong, and nervous, and con- 
vincing, he himſelf need never fear being 
eſteem d, what he calls Mr. Law, à very conſiderable 
Writer. For J am ſatisfy'd, from me he won't 
take it as a very high Compliment, if I tell him, 
that he writes, as 1 verily think he does, ſome- 
ching better than Mr. Law, or Dr. Snape either. 
| . "I Rs $5531. 0. Il Con- 
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(a) Vind. of Corpor. and Teft Acts, p. 400. 

- (6) Condiz, and Examp. of our bleſſed Saviour, &c. p. 62s 


6 L T- 7 = a 7 * 
4 x „ I — 
* * we, 
- 
1 * 
* = - # * s 
| p 4 | 
\ * a 
> he. 342 | 
SF . 1 1 
N 
= 


PR UN F/AuTRORS. 2A 
Contempt of others Aga natural Attendant 
on Pride. An high Opimen of 'a Man's own 

V Capacities will naturally lead to à mean one of 

other Peoples. And this makes the Sincerity 
of theſe Encomiums very doubtful, conſidering 
how natural and uſual it is with the Dean to 
throw out diſparaging Reflections on all with i 
whom he has to do. A proud Author for ever 
fixes upon a diſadvantageous Circumſtance, to 4 
leſſen the Credit and Eſteem of any Man whom 
he has Occaſion to mention. A younger Perſon 
at his firſt Appearance in the World, tho” with 
Modeſty, and many Marks of clear Reaſon and 
fine Capacity, ſhall be turn'd off with Scorn, 
remitted to the Ferula, tauntingly reproach'd 
with officious meddling in a Matter of which he 
knows little, The Obſcurity and Privacy of a 
Writer, which one would think ſhould rather 
protect from Injury, ſhall be turn'd to a Diſad- 
vantage, and made a Reaſon of Inſult : Tho 
there are Circumſtances, which may make it 
very juſtifiable or neceſſary to lie in the Shade 
and the Reaſons offer'd may be nevertheleſs 
weighty, and worthy of Regard ; yet this ſhall 
be call'd wounding Men in the dark, and ſlay ing 
Kings by 4 Bow drawn at a Venture. Then (a) 
they take the Advantage to attack the Reputation of 
- others, without hazarding their own. Several obſcure 
Perſons of late have ale Men of great Abilities 
and Worth, and taken Pleaſure to pelt them from their 

Coverts with little Objections; tho, it ſeems, the ill 

eaeeſ of their Attempts has juſtified their Prudence 

concealing themſelves. 
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ed as unequal to the Task, or unſuitably em- 
ploy'd : Their peculiar Talents lye another 


Way, eſpecially if they meddle with Subjects 


a little out of the Way, or are thought to in- 
vade another's Province; and they are put in 
Mind of Horace's Advice (a). | 


Sumite Materiam veſtris, qui Seribitis, æquam 
Viribus : & verſate diu quid ferre recuſent 
Quid valeant Humeri. 


When Dr. Bentley had given his Opinion of 
the Axis of the Earth, and the Face of the 
Moon, in his Lectures againſt Atheiſm ; Mr. 
Keil reproves him with this bitter Taunt (b): 
© It were to be wiſt'd, that great Criticks would 
© confine their Labours to their Lexicons, and 


© not venture to gueſs in thoſe Parts of Learn- 


© ing, which are capable of Demonſtration. ?? 
The ingenious Mr. Norris, tells the Athenian. 
Society, who had remarked upon his Notion of 
Ideas, and the Nature of Sin (c); This it 1s, 


when Nature is not fellow'd, when Science is uſurp'd > 
when a Sort of Men, whoſe Talents were never known: 
to lye much towards Philoſophy, will turn a Convens 


ticle into a Port Royal, and ſet up for Vertuoſo's. 

_ *Tis an Inſolence, Scorn, and Contempt, no 
way inferior to any of theſe, that the Dean of 
Chicheſter, every where diſcovers, in his mention- 


ing Mr. Sykes. Whenever he does vouchſafe 
to take any Notice of him, he would be ug, 
derſto 
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(a) De Arte Poetica. — 
(by) Keil's Exam. of Burnet's Theor. p. 70. : 


(c) At the End of þis Diſe. of the Beatit, p. 32. ib Mice 1 ; 
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PRIDE of Aur Hos. 4% 
derſtood to look down upon him with the 
utmoſt: Diſdain. He tells the Biſhop, and un- 
luckily in falſe Engliſh (a), That be had as live 
teach Children to read, as anſwer Mr. - - Ler- 
ter : I wonder he thought it neceſſary to write, before 
he had any thing to 5 to the Purpoſe. If you like 
ſuch a Second, my Lord, yet I muſt own to you, I 
dont like ſuch a Correſpondent (b): Nor can I ima- 
ine, what tempted your Lordſhip to put him to this 
Employment (c). And in a later Piece, If he. would 
permit me to do him a good Office, I could very ſin- 
cerely ſay, I believe he knew nothing of the Matter. 
And yet he appears to know more than the 
Dean thinks fit to anſwer; and in Spite of this 
Grimace, his uneaſy Scorn, ſnews Mr. Sytes's 
Knowledge to be very troubleſome to him; and 
would incline any Man to believe, that he would 
have lik'd him better for a Correſpondent, had 
he found him leſs knowing, 
But if they are Men of the greateſt Merit 
and acknowledg'd Capacity; Skilful, and vers'd 
in Controverſial Writing, known to be Maſters 
of their Subject, the Pride of an Adverſary 
will find Ways to humble them, by odious 
Compariſon with other Writers; making them 
fall below themſelves, and unequal to their 
former Performances.; or repreſenting them as 
Ezholden to others, who are below them. Tis 

this View, the Letter in the Flying Poſt, 
SETS (4). is faid to come from an able 

and to be writ in a Spirit very diffe- 
—_— 2 rent, 
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1 ſecund Hand, from Mr. Sykes. Mr. S 
been all along repreſented in Terms af 
moſt Contempt, as the worthleſs. Second. ofthis 
Lordſhip, and one that knows nothing-of- the «gh 
ter in Debate between the, and the Nn, 

But now he is grown the Mn Mr. Sen, And + 
the 1 — 15 it — is not only, 2 to Mr. > 
Sykes, has inſerted great Part bar. 
fo from him. This Mrz Sykes ig n 
very lucky Perſon in this Controverſy; fon be 
has — from the loweſt Contempt of the eam 
unſit to be empliht i at the \ Biſhop's: Secondy E 5 
Place Superior to the Biſhop himſelf; aud.ob x * 
Second as commenced” 2 Principal. The: BImo pr 
5 d Hefave; ſhifted Places, and helbas had hig 
on 7 Turn df being, for-the-ſameREaſons;! an qui 
Obe Ar the greateſt Soor, and Aſtee m. 
A ** There is Piete of Conduct in Cantroxerfal 
© - Writers; whichrhath a Mirturefpf much Pride, 
1 with ſome. Srratagend! in it; when; with an Air, 
that is very aſſuming and confident, they: Wal 
5 Ip-overlook. an zAdverfary, and neglect his At 
guments. It isn Condeſcenſſon in an Author 
Quality, to inſtruct his Inferiors; bur 1 
ert ES ching wrirh chem, ond be 
upon that Honeur; that thepcawt: W 
5 out Indigdation- This was the Way | 
et Biſpop uf (Rocheſter took ta ane 
. 5 Janin Hoadly: He gave out, that H 
tary was a. Trifler, and his Argument 
= - - nl of negle&: The Party were os i 
ET * to take it on his Word; and amoi 
3 haps, His 8 en y 
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